Time to Worship
What were the religious beliefs of the
Shang Dynasty?

Religion in the Shang Dynasty was based on two important beliefs: animism (the

belief that all objects in the natural world have souls or spirits) and
veneration of ancestors (the belief that the sprits of deceased relatives
continued to be present in the family and had influence over the living world).
Take a look at www.ancientchina.co.uk/tombs/story/sto_set.html and

read through the story to discover some of the ways that Shang people tried to
please and worship their ancestors, asking them to intervene in situations for
them.

Task 1

Match the situations with the way that Shang people mught have
responded by worshipping their gods.
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In addition to ancestors, Shang people also worshipped different gods. There
was the supreme god, called Shangdi, who was believed to have ultimate control
over human destiny and forces of nature. There were also a number of other
gods, usually nature goods, such as the gods of the moon or sun, and mythical
creature gods like dragons who ruled rivers or lakes.

Task 2

Your challenge is to research and put together a presentation all about gods.

Your presentation could contain one, some or all of the following:
- A poster
* A leaflet/booklet
* A news report or newspaper article
* Role play or drama
* Drawings and paintings
* PowerPoint or Flipchart presentation
- A model

These are just suggestions. You may have more exciting ideas about how best to present your work.

Have fu.n putting tﬂgether your presentatlnrﬂ Below is some m_ft:rmatinn about gt:cls to help you get
started,

Shang Gods

The Shang supreme god was called Shang Di.

The Shang people also believed in and worshipped
lots of other spirits or lesser gods. Many of these
were connected to the natural world and the
Shang people believed the spirits were all around
controlling different elements of nature.

Some of the nature gods included a sun god, a
moon god and a rain god.




