
 

 
Religion in the Shang Dynasty was based on two important beliefs: animism (the 

belief that all objects in the natural world have souls or spirits) and 
veneration of ancestors (the belief that the sprits of deceased relatives 

continued to be present in the family and had influence over the living world). 

Take a look at www.ancientchina.co.uk/tombs/story/sto_set.html and 

read through the story to discover some of the ways that Shang people tried to 

please and worship their ancestors, asking them to intervene in situations for 

them. 
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In addition to ancestors, Shang people also worshipped different gods. There 

was the supreme god, called Shangdi, who was believed to have ultimate control 

over human destiny and forces of nature. There were also a number of other 

gods, usually nature goods, such as the gods of the moon or sun, and mythical 

creature gods like dragons who ruled rivers or lakes. 
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