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Faith is all around us.
We have to have faith in ourselves in order to be the best that we can be.

We are a small school, with big hearts and together we beat as one.
Sowing seeds of knowledge and faith, with nurture and love

We thrive, we grow.



 
This calculation policy has been produced to ensure consistency and progression in teaching throughout school. It aims to give an 
overview of the key concrete, pictorial and abstract strategies to be taught in each year group, and strategies that support the 
White Rose Progression in all phases and Key Stages. 

 
This policy aims to identify the progression in each of the four operations that children will typically follow, whilst giving guidance to 
support a mastery approach where all children have access to manipulatives and visuals to further support their learning. It is 
intended as a guide that recognises children have their own learning styles and will progress through different stages of learning at 
different times. 

 
The policy supports differentiation for all through the use of concrete, pictorial and abstract strategies. These three procedures 
each  build on the conceptual understanding of children at each stage, allowing teachers to better support and differentiate. This 
allows most pupils to access the same objectives (the mastery approach), whilst being provided with the tools they need to work 
independently. 

 
Although the intended outcomes of the policy and approach are accurate, efficient written procedures, it is important to recognise 
that in every written method, there is an element of mental processing. Mental strategies will therefore be taught alongside written 
strategies and they are to be complimentary, not separate. 

 
The strategies laid out in this policy will support an approach where children can assess and reason when approaching a 
question, thereby allowing them to choose an efficient method that is appropriate to the task. 

 
When children leave Wistow Primary School, we aim for them to: 

 have a secure knowledge of number facts (including multiplication times tables), place value and the four operations 
 use their knowledge to calculate mentally and apply those skills to calculations and problems using larger numbers or 

more complex themes 
 have an efficient, reliable written method of calculation for each operation that matches the expected skills at the end of 

each  year group or phase 
 calculate mentally (where it is the most efficient method) 
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